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The Sound of Silence by Simon and Garfunkel
The song “The Sound of Silence” demonstrates how artists can use their artistic capabilities and skills to portray different phenomena in society. The songwriters, Simon and Garfunkel have used metaphorical and poetic language that does not only show their artistic abilities but also presents the aesthetic nature of this song. Through the use of personification, paradox, and simile, the duo songwriters have successfully portrayed how artists can use their art into their everyday life.
Based on the above language and image features in the song, I think that one possible interpretation of the song is the intercommunication challenges. One of the song’s originators, Simon was only 21 years old, and the song could have reflected his loneliness. It is believed that Simon wrote the song when he was on his bathroom, and probably he was having a monologue with his echo. This is what he refers to “darkness, my old friend” in the song. This is the personification, and it can portray how he desired to help his audience find a purpose for their lives beyond the normal commercial culture as he describes in his restless dream. Tasman’s psychoanalytic analysis of this song shows that Simon wrote the song to reflect noisy America in the 1960s. Due to this noisy environment, Simon’s monologue shows that the listening inability between groups and people. Tasman argues that this psychoanalysis shows that Simon may have been striving to gain moral compass in a harsh society, which, according to the songwriter, is not listening.
This interpretation is not merely subjective because as the Life Kit podcast describes, the things that artists make helps them make sense of their emotions and their environment as a whole. I also used the language that Simon and Garfunkel’s song to interpret the interpersonal communication challenges in the song.
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